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ADDRESSING THE MONTHLY HAPPENINGS OF 

 THE MADISON AREA MASTER GARDENERS ASSOCIATION 

September    2009 

[ T he M AM G A up da te i s  i n t e ra c t iveτF or  i ns ta n t  a ccess ,  c l i ck  on  a ny  ema i l  o r  web  a ddr ess  on  t hese  pa ges . ] 

NEW THIS YEAR!  MAMGA is synchronizing 2010 (and future) 

MAMGA membership renewals with the deadline for reporting 
of Master Gardener Volunteer (MGV) volunteer and continuing 
education hours to UW-Extension.  
 

The deadline for Master Gardener Volunteer hours reporting 
AND MAMGA membership renewal is October 1, 2009 
(although MAMGA membership renewals will be accepted af-
ter the deadline). The 2010 MAMGA membership benefit 
cards will be sent out in November/December.   

 
The blank renewal forms WILL NOT be mailed this year.  
Members will need to print the forms from the newsletters or 
from the internet. The MAMGA website (or www.madison.com/
communities/mamga/) has been updated with the new 2010 
MAMGA membership renewal form (which is also available as 
the last page of this newsletter).  

 
The 2008-2009 Dane County UWEX Master Gardener Volun-
teer (MGV) Hours Reporting Form is also available on the 
MAMGA website (as well as in the Dane County Master Gar-
dener newsletters).   

 
BOTH forms can be mailed together to:   

     MAMGA, P.O. Box 259318, Madison, WI 53725-9318 
 

Contact mamgaMembers@yahoo.com with any questions. 

TIME FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS! 
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MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 259318 
Madison, WI 53725-9318 
Phone: c/o 608-224-3721 
Website:  
www.madison.com/
communities/mamga 
 
 
MISSION 
Dedicated gardeners  
promoting responsible  
gardening through  
education, volunteer  
service, and fellowship. 

 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Sue Christoffersen, President 
Sue Carlson, Vice President 
Cathy Cryor Burgweger,  
  Treasurer 
Cindy Strohm, Secretary 
Mary Burke 
Molly Crossen 
Randy Glysch 
Larry Jensen 
Andy Justus 
Ann Munson 
Judy Metz (Alternate) 
Lisa Johnson (Ex-officio Advisor) 
 
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES 

General Contact  
mamgaMembers@yahoo.com 

Community Service (Grants) 
mamgaCommunity@yahoo.com 

Journal Editors and Sales 
mamgaJournal@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor 
mamgaMail@yahoo.com 

Webmaster 
mamgaWebmaster@yahoo.com 

 

 

MAMGA is a 501(c)(3)  

charitable nonprofit  

organization.    . 
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GARDENERS  
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vegetables at that time. The  
flower gardens were added 
later, after her children grew up. 
 
Leanna had an area of purple 
and lavendar petunias that still 
looked great, however she was 
ready to take it out. That bed will 
be replaced with fall flowers. She 
said her kale was already coming 
up underneath the petunias. I also 
saw a large variety of heirloom 
hollyhocks, daylilies, and other 
flowers. I was impressed with how 
pretty her sedum ôLynda Winstonõ 
was. It had purple leaves and  
red-orange blossoms. Leanna 
gave me a sedum, and I gave her 
a Wisconsin Garden Journal. 
What else?! 
 
Happy Gardening, 
Sue C. 

Greetings, 
 
Last week, my husband Bruce and 
I went to visit Leanna and Ted 
Rusch, who live in rural Stevens 
Point. Leanna and I became 
friends in grade school and have 
kept in contact all of these years. 
We graduated from Wausau East 
High School together. Leanna and 
I were bridesmaids for each 
otherõs weddings, and we were 
baptism sponsors for each otherõs  
daughters. 
 
Leanna has been a Master  
Gardener Volunteer since 1990. 
She was in the first Master  
Gardener Volunteer class in  
Portage County. Leanna has  
spectacular vegetable and flower 
gardens. Itõs been quite a few 
years since I've seen her garden. I 
think that she had mostly  
 
 

From the President . . .  

Sue Christoffersen 
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Photograph courtesy of Sue Christoffersen 
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF MAMGA MEMBERSHIP? 

Besides free admission to MAMGA sponsored programs and educational events, members receive  
discounts at local garden retailers: 
 

10% Discount (Green Goods) The Bruce Company 2830 Parmenter St, Middleton, WI 
10% Discount (Green Goods) K & A Greenhouse 7595 West Mineral Pont Road, Verona, WI 
10% Discount Klein's Floral & Greenhouses 3758 East Washington Av, Madison, WI 
10% Discount Moyer's Hometown Nurseries 936 Starr School Rd, Stoughton, WI 
15% Discount Paradigm Gardens 4539 Helgesen Dr, Madison, WI 
10% Discount Pasque Flower Farm N5068 Walsh Rd, Pardeeville, WI, (608) 697-8866 
10% Discount (Perennials and Classes) Schönheit Gardens 3577 Bailey Rd, Sun Prairie, WI 
10% Discount Seasonal Splendors Greenhouse 5655 Lincoln Rd, Oregon, WI 
10% Discount Wild Birds Unlimited 8402 Old Sauk Rd, Middleton, WI 

 

New for 2010:   
 

Taylor Creek Nursery (10% on plants and seeds - Steve Apfelbaum's nursery affiliated with Applied 
Ecological in Brodhead, WI - see below). Taylor Creek Nursery specializes in native plants and is a 
short drive South of Madison (in Green County, WI). 
Winterland Nursery (10% discount - next door to current retailer Seasonal Splendors) 
Plum Hill Farm Daylilies and CSA (10% discount - Cambridge, WI) 

 

Members also receive: 
 

A discount on the purchase price of the MAMGA produced Wisconsin Garden Journal 
A group discount for Chicagoland Gardening and Taunton Press magazines, including Fine Gardening 

The MAMGA Update and the Dane County UW-Extension Master Gardener electronic newsletters 

Recommended Reading . . . 
 

 by MGV Cathy Cryor Burgweger   
 
I just finished reading Steve Apfelbaum's 
book Nature's Second Chance: Restoring the 
Ecology of Stone Prairie Farm.  If you aren't 
familiar with Steve or AES, he is an ecologist 
and President/Founder of Applied Ecologi-
cal Services in Brodhead, WI.  This is a 
really interesting book about how Steve  
acquired and restored Stone Prairie Farm's 
natural habitat in Green County and his 
personal and business commitment to prairie 
restoration.  His company works on many 
large, national projects and is recognized as 
a leader in land reclamation, wetland,  
savannah and prairie restoration.   
$25.95 from www.beacon.org 

http://thebrucecompany.com/
http://www.kandagreenhouse.com/
http://www.flowerskleinsflrl.com/
http://www.moyersinc.net/
http://www.paradigmgardens.com/
http://www.schonheitgardens.com
http://www.winterlandnursery.com/
http://www.wbumadison.com/
http://www.appliedeco.com
http://winterlandnursery.com/site/
http://daylily.net/gardens/plumhillfarm/
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/files/2009%20Garden%20Journal.pdf
http://www.chicagolandgardening.com
http://www.taunton.com/index.asp
http://www.beacon.org
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2010 MAMGA SPONSORED GRANTS AND THE WGJ 

The 2010 Wisconsin Garden Journal has been printed and is available at the 
Dane County UW-Extension office, at area retailers, and by mail through 
MAMGAõs website.  The theme of the 2010 Journal is òThe Natural Garden.ó 

The 2010 Wisconsin Garden Journal is a great gift and educational product 
for both new and seasoned gardeners! $14.95 to non-MAMGA Members, 
$11.00 to MAMGA Members 

 
A mail order form is available on the MAMGA website: 
www.madison.com/communities/mamga 

 
Save shipping costs and pick up your copies at special events. Check out 

sites and times on the MAMGA website under EVENTS. The journal is also 
available anytime at the Dane County UW-Extension office at 1 Fen Oak 
Court. 

Every year, the sale of the Wisconsin  
Garden Journal allows MAMGA to fund 
a series of grants for community garden-
ing projects.   
 
This year MAMGA will also be adding 
education grants for local teachers.   
Beginning Sept 15th both applications 
will be available on the MAMGA web-
site at http://www.madison.com/
communities/mamga/library/index.php.   
 
If you, or someone you know, are inter-
ested in starting a community gardening 
project or doing a gardening related 
project at a local school, we encourage 
you to apply.  

http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php#gj
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php#gj
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/events/index.php
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php
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Earlier this year, MAMGA awarded Community Garden Grants to support community gardening projects.  
Grant applications were evaluated by the MAMGA Community Service Committee on five criteria:   
increased beauty and sense of property ownership in the community; increased community knowledge 
base, especially about innovative gardening methods; environmentally and ecologically responsible  
stewardship; community member involvement through volunteering, especially youth; and exchange of 
garden-related ideas and information. 
 
Four of the projects supported by 2009 MAMGA Community Garden Grants are described below.  
Information about the two other grant recipients will follow in a future MAMGA newsletter. 
 
The Dane County Juvenile Shelter Home received $575 to plan, build, 
and plant gardens at the Shelter Home. Youths aged 10-17 reside at the 
Shelter Home for time periods ranging from several hours to sixty days.  
Dane County Extension Horticulture Educator Lisa Johnson worked with  
Shelter Home staff to plan the garden; Shelter Home residents participated 
in the garden installation on a magical early summer day. Over the  
summer, other residents have weeded the garden and picked produce  
including tomatoes and carrots. Watering the garden with the hose on hot 
days also has been popular! 
 
Glacial Drumlin School received a $400 grant to build raised garden 
beds arranged in the design of a red-tailed hawkñthe school mascot. The 
new school, in Cottage Grove, houses Grades 5-8. The garden is located 
on a south-facing slope next to the school. 

 
Work on the raised beds began last spring, 
organized by a group of parents and other 
community members interested in facilitating 
green learning at the school. Some of the 
raised beds were constructed by constructing 
frames and filling them with topsoil. Other 
beds, especially those at the street edge of the 
garden, were created by mounding top soil 
and top planting it to decrease run-off. The 
project also included construction of a large 
compost bin. 
 
Much of the garden creation labor energy was 
provided by 7th grade students at the school.  
Garden beds were planted with several varie-
ties of tomatoes and peppers, along with  
lettuce, beans, herbs, and sunflowers. A bed of 

red flowers represents the signature red tail of the school mascot. Various teachers have expressed  
interest in integrating the garden into their class curriculums. 
 
School families took turns over the summer watering, weeding, and maintaining the garden. The garden is 
flourishing, and a summerõs end salsa party is planned! 

2009 MAMGA SPONSORED  
COMMUNITY GARDEN GRANTS ... BY MGV MARY BURKE 
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Monona United Methodist Church Community Garden received $500 to create a community garden and 
gathering space.  Garden organizers, including neighbors and church members, arranged to transform lawn 
space on the church grounds into a vibrant community garden. 
 
Construction began last fall with mulching of areas intended for 
garden beds. To raise additional funds, garden organizers sold 
jelly made from grapes growing on the  
adjacent church arbor. 
 
Gardening began in earnest this spring with tilling, planting, and 
construction of two raised beds for use by disabled gardeners. 
Fourth graders created several lively scarecrows to watch over the 
garden 
 
Organizer Chris Whelley reports that the community gardenõs first year has been a big success. Several 
multi-generational family groups are tending garden plots, and some teenagers are growing produce for 
the food pantry at neighboring St. Stevenõs Lutheran Church. Gardeners include children like Katie--who en-
joys watering the garden and picking tomatoes! Organizers hope to expand the garden next year to meet 
additional demand for garden space, and to facilitate more garden-related community events. 
 
St. Stevenõs Lutheran Church Community Garden received $500 to create a 
water feature that collects, cleans and directs rainwater run-off from a large 
adjacent parking lot. In 2008, an organizing committee of neighbors ar-
ranged with St. Stevenõs to develop a community garden on a large lawn at 
the church.  The garden is located on a downhill slope from the church parking 
lot, and experienced quite a bit of water run-off in 2008. 
 
This year, with MAMGA financial support, permaculture principles were ap-
plied to design and construct a water-directing swale between the parking lot and the garden.  A trench ap-
proximately two feet deep was dug, with additional soil mounded on the uphill side.  The resulting uphill 
mound was planted with ground stabilizing plants and trees. 

 
An outlet at the downhill corner of the parking lot directs rainwater run-off 
into a rain garden, where natural filtering occurs.  The cleansed rainwater 
then runs into the swale, where it gradually seeps down through the hillside 
into the garden and naturally waters the plants growing there.  When rains 
are too heavy for the swale alone, a dry creek outlet from the rain garden 
directs additional water down the slope away from the swale. 
 
Various groups and individuals have visited the St. Stevenõs Community 
Garden to see and learn about the new water feature.  In addition to sup-

porting this community garden in an ecologically responsible way, therefore, MAMGA funds also are sup-
porting further community education activities at the garden. 
 
The MAMGA Community Service Committee soon will begin the process of soliciting and evaluating applica-
tions for 2010 Community Gardening Grants and School Gardening grants.  New committee members are 
always welcome!  Please contact Committee Chairperson Andy Justus, at justus_4@att.net if you are inter-
ested in joining the Community Service Committee. 

2009 MAMGA SPONSORED  
COMMUNITY GARDEN GRANTS (CONTINUED) 

mailto:justus_4@att.net


 

 

2009 WIMGA Conference 
October 2-3, 2009 

Ho-Chunk Conference Center 
Baraboo, Wisconsin 

 
Registration Form was included in the July WIMGA Newsletter 

 
Or CLICK HERE 

 

Hosted by the Master Gardener Volunteers of 
Adams, Columbia, Marquette, Juneau and Sauk Counties 

 
Keynote Speaker ð Neil Diboll, Prairie Nursery 
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UPCOMING OCTOBER MAMGA EVENT - SAVE THE DATE! 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  On October 20, 2009 MAMGA will pre-
sent a program about Medicinal Use of Plants by Anne 
Walker from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Alicia Ashman  
Library, 733 N. High Point Road, Madison, WI 53717 (608) 
824-1780. The library is located at the intersection of Old 
Sauk Road and N. High Point Road in the Sauk Point Shop-
ping Center. 
 
Anne Walker of Home Land Gardens, will give a presenta-
tion on the medicinal use of plants.  Anne has long had a 
passion for this topic and is a well known speaker on many 
topics related to gardening, such as use of herbs, sustain-
able gardening practices and the practical side of life and 
gardening. She knows much about edible weeds, making 
teas and using plants in ways many of us don't know about.   
 
Refreshments and teas will be available at the program.  
More to come .... 

2009 WIMGA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

http://www.hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener/conference/conf09about.htm



