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[ T h e  M A M G A  upda te  i s  i n t e r a c t i v e—F o r  i n s t a n t  a c c e s s ,  c l i c k  o n  a n y  e m a i l  o r  w e b  a d d r e s s  o n  t h e s e  p a g e s . ]  

UPCOMING PROGRAM: MEDICINAL USE OF PLANTS 

updateupdateupdate   

On Tuesday October 20, 2009, MAMGA will 
present a program about The Medicinal Use of 

Plants by Anne Walker from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. at the Alicia Ashman Library (Map), 733 N. 
High Point Road, Madison, WI 53717, (608) 824-
1780. The library is located at the intersection of 
Old Sauk Road and N. High Point Road in the 
Sauk Point Shopping Center. 
 
Anne Walker, of Home Land Gardens, will give a 
presentation on the medicinal use of plants.  Anne 
has long had a passion for this topic and is a well 
known speaker on many topics related to garden-
ing, such as use of herbs, sustainable gardening 
practices and the practical side of life and gar-
dening. She knows much about edible weeds, 
making teas and using plants in ways many of us 
don't know.   
 
Refreshments and teas will be available at the 
program.   

http://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/about/ashman.html
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NEW FOR 2010!  
 

MAMGA is synchronizing 2010 (and future) MAMGA 
membership renewals with the deadline for reporting of 
Master Gardener Volunteer (MGV) volunteer and  
continuing education hours to UW-Extension.  
 

The deadline for Master Gardener Volunteer hours 
reporting AND MAMGA membership renewal is  
October 1, 2009 (although MAMGA membership  
renewals will be accepted after the deadline). The 
2010 MAMGA membership benefit cards will be 
sent out in November/December.   

 
The blank renewal forms WILL NOT be mailed this 
year.  Members will need to print the form from the 
newsletter or from the internet. The MAMGA web-
site (or www.madison.com/communities/mamga/) 
has been updated with the new 2010 MAMGA 
membership renewal form (which is also available as 
the last page of this newsletter).  PLEASE MAIL THE  
COMPLETED FORM along with dues payment.  
Please check the box for areas of interest for  
working with MAMGA, too. 

 
The 2008-2009 Dane County UWEX Master  
Gardener Volunteer (MGV) Hours Reporting Form is 
also available on the MAMGA website (as well as in 
the Dane County Master Gardener newsletters).  
Hours need to be reported to the state coordinator 
by mid-October, so send in your hours ASAP! 

 
BOTH forms can be mailed together to:   

    MAMGA, P.O. Box 259318, Madison, WI 53725-
9318 

 
Contact mamgaMembers@yahoo.com with any 
questions. 

TIME FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS! 

http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga
mailto:mamgamembers@yahoo.com
mailto:mamgaJournal@yahoo.com
mailto:mamgaMail@yahoo.com
mailto:mamgaWebmaster@yahoo.com
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php#member
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php#member
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php#member
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php#member
mailto:mamgaMembers@yahoo.com
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF MAMGA MEMBERSHIP? 

Besides free admission to MAMGA sponsored programs and educational 
events, members receive discounts at local garden retailers: 
 

10% Discount (Green Goods) The Bruce Company 2830 Parmenter St,  
Middleton, WI 
10% Discount (Green Goods) K & A Greenhouse 7595 West Mineral Pont 
Road, Verona, WI 
10% Discount Klein's Floral & Greenhouses 3758 East Washington Ave,  
Madison, WI 
10% Discount Moyer's Hometown Nurseries 936 Starr School Rd, Stoughton, 
WI 
15% Discount Paradigm Gardens 4539 Helgesen Dr, Madison, WI 
10% Discount Pasque Flower Farm N5068 Walsh Rd, Pardeeville, WI,  
(608) 697-8866 
10% Discount Schönheit Gardens 3577 Bailey Rd, Sun Prairie, WI 
10% Discount Seasonal Splendors Greenhouse 5655 Lincoln Rd, Oregon, WI 
10% Discount Wild Birds Unlimited 8402 Old Sauk Rd, Middleton, WI 

 
New for 2010:   
 

Taylor Creek Nursery (10% on plants and seeds - Steve Apfelbaum's nursery 
affiliated with Applied Ecological in Brodhead, WI. Taylor Creek Nursery  
specializes in native plants and is a short drive South of Madison (in Green 
County, WI)) 
Winterland Nursery (10% discount - next door to current retailer Seasonal 
Splendors, Oregon, WI) 
Plum Hill Farm Daylilies and CSA (10% discount - Cambridge, WI) 
NEW!  Fair Oaks Nursery (10% on green goods (excluding Christmas 
trees), Madison, WI) 

 
Members also receive: 
 

A discount on the purchase price of the MAMGA produced Wisconsin Garden 
Journal 
A group discount for Chicagoland Gardening and Taunton Press magazines, 
including Fine Gardening 
The MAMGA Update and the Dane County UW-Extension Master Gardener 
electronic newsletters 

http://thebrucecompany.com/
http://www.kandagreenhouse.com/
http://www.flowerskleinsflrl.com/
http://www.moyersinc.net/
http://www.paradigmgardens.com/
http://www.schonheitgardens.com
http://www.winterlandnursery.com/
http://www.wbumadison.com/
http://www.appliedeco.com
http://winterlandnursery.com/site/
http://daylily.net/gardens/plumhillfarm/
http://www.fairoaksnursery.com/
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/files/2009%20Garden%20Journal.pdf
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/files/2009%20Garden%20Journal.pdf
http://www.chicagolandgardening.com
http://www.taunton.com/index.asp
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Have you ever wondered how many pieces of mail MAMGA receives 
each year, including renewal forms, dues, and surveys from our 500 
members, as well as dozens of magazine orders, Journal orders, invoice 
payments, and other correspondence? MGV Stephanie Bloomquist knows 
the answer to that question, as collecting, logging, and distributing 
MAMGAõs mail, is the latest in her long list of volunteer projects.  
Stephanie is the subject of this monthõs interview.    
 

Where are you from originally and what is your background? 
 

I grew up in a small town in central Illinois, and attended a teacherõs 
college and did student teaching in Illinois. I met my husband, Richard, 
while we were in school. He joined the Peace Corp and was sent to 
Africa, but contracted malaria and had to return to the US early. We 
were married shortly after his return. We lived in several cities in  
Indiana and Illinois before moving to Madison in 1992. 
  

When and why did you become a Master Gardener Volunteer? 
 

I always had a love of nature, but, other than growing a few tomatoes, my family didnõt really do any  
gardening when I was growing up. I wanted to learn more about gardening, so I enrolled in the four-year 
specialized Master Gardener training in 1993.  
 

We had just moved to a new town, and I also wanted to find a way to make social contacts. Taking  
Master Gardener classes and volunteering at Olbrich Botanical Gardens to fulfill my volunteer hours  
requirement, turned out to be a great way to meet people. 
 

Describe your garden and your gardening interests. 
 

When we bought our home, the site was largely in sun, so I filled perennial beds with Echinacea, other  
prairie plants, and sedums. As trees have grown, our yard has become shadier, so those sun-loving plants 
are languishing. I know I will soon need to make changes and add plants better adapted to a mostly shady 
site. 
 

I enjoy a wide variety of plants, and over the years I have belonged to several specialized plant organiza-
tions, including the Madison Herb Society. I currently belong to MAMGA and the Wisconsin Hardy Plant  
Society, as they arenõt limited to just one type of plant, and provide interesting and varied educational  
programs.   
   
What volunteer projects have you worked on? 
 

My first volunteer experience was working in the outdoor gardens at Olbrich. I then got involved in helping 
to recruit volunteers and co-coordinate the perennial area during the Olbrich plant sale each springñIõve 
been doing that for several years now.  
 

I served a term on the MAMGA Board, and, along with my husband Richard, was on the Wisconsin Hardy 
Plant Society Board for a few years. Iõve also have helped out at plants sales and other projects for the 
various gardening groups Iõve belonged to over the years.  
   
What advice would you offer new gardeners or MGVs? 
 

Start small! You can always enlarge your garden beds later on, after youõve determined how much time 
you are willing to commit to maintenance. Also, think ahead. What will your yard be like in a few years? 
Plan for changing patterns of shade, and take a plantõs size at maturity into account when you first plant 
your garden.  

MEET MGV STEPHANIE BLOOMQUIST ... INTERVIEW BY MGV LINDA GROSZ 
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HELP CREATE THE 2011WISCONSIN GARDEN JOURNAL! 

The 2010 Wisconsin Garden Journal has been printed and is available at the 
Dane County UW-Extension office, at area retailers, and by mail through 
MAMGAõs website.  The theme of the 2010 Journal is òThe Natural Garden.ó 

 
 

The 2010 Wisconsin Garden Journal is a great gift and educational prod-
uct for both new and seasoned gardeners! $14.95 to non-MAMGA Mem-
bers, $11.00 to MAMGA Members 

 

A mail order form is available on the MAMGA website: 
www.madison.com/communities/mamga 

 

Save shipping costs and pick up your copies at special events, such as the 
upcoming program on October 20 with Anne Walker. Check out sites and 
times on the MAMGA website under EVENTS. The journal is also available 
anytime at the Dane County UW-Extension office at 1 Fen Oak Court. 

Do you enjoy writing about gardening, creating 
original drawings, or excel in nature photography?  
The editors are seeking additional volunteers to 
help create the 2011 edition of the MAMGA  
produced Wisconsin Garden Journal.  
 
The theme of the 2011 Wisconsin Garden Journal 
will be òOrnamental Edible Landscaping.ó  The  
Journal will demonstrate that you need not choose 
between having a beautiful and a productive  
garden and can incorporate fruit-bearing trees and 
shrubs, colorful vegetables, edible flowers, and 
herbs into virtually any backyard. 

 
Contact email: mamgaMail@yahoo.com 

THE ALTERNATE MAMGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS POSITION IS CURRENTLY VACANT -  

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN STEERING THE DIRECTION OF MAMGA? 

CONTACT MAMGAMEMBERS@YAHOO.COM IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN  

BECOMING A MAMGA BOARD MEMBER NOW OR IN 2010 

http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php#gj
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php#gj
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/events/index.php
mailto:mamgamail@yahoo.com
mailto:mamgamembers@yahoo.com
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GRANT APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR MAMGA 
2009-2010 SCHOOL GARDENING PROJECTS AND 

2010 COMMUNITY GARDENING PROJECTS 
 

Grant application forms now are available on the MAMGA website, www.madison.com/communities/
mamga, for 2009-2010 School Gardening Projects and 2010 Community Gardening Projects. 
 

2009-2010 School Gardening Project Grants.  These grants provide financial support for  

gardening projects in Dane County public schools, during the 2009-2010 school year, which meet one 
or more of the following criteria: 

 

Community:  Increases beauty and sense of ownership in the school or community 
Educational:  Increases knowledge about gardening 
Stewardship:  Improves environmental/ecological responsibility 
Teamwork:  Involves working together collaboratively 
Effectiveness:  Meets needs or curriculum/lesson plans 
 

School Gardening Project Grants will be $50 each. Grant applications must be submitted by October 
30, 2009. Grant applicants will be notified by November 20, 2009, regarding funding decisions. 
 

2010 Community Gardening Project Grants.  These grants provide financial support for  

projects which meet one or more of the following criteria: 
 

Community:  Increases beauty and sense of property ownership in the community 
Educational:  Increases individual and community knowledge about gardening 
Stewardship:  Improves environmental/ecological responsibility 
Teamwork:  Involves community members through volunteering, especially youth 
Effectiveness:  Promotes exchange of gardening-related ideas and information 

 

Grant applications may be submitted for individual and organization sponsored community gardening 
projects located within Dane County. Applicants must be individuals or tax-exempt not-for-profit  
organizations; MAMGA members are especially encouraged to apply. Grant awards typically range 
between $200 and $500, but grant requests up to $1000 will be considered. Grant applications must 
be submitted by November 30, 2009. Grant applicants will be notified by February 1, 2010, regard-
ing funding decisions. 
 

Process and Other Information. Applications for 2009-2010 School Gardening Project Grants 

and 2009 Community Gardening Project Grants will be reviewed by the MAMGA Community Services 
Committee.  The Committee will recommend grant awards, which will be approved by the MAMGA 
Board of Directors. 
 
New members are always welcome on the Community Services Committee, and are invited to join in the 
grant application review and recommendation process. 
 
For more information about School Gardening Project Grants, Community Gardening Project Grants, or 
the MAMGA Community Services Committee, please contact Mary Burke at (608) 238-2968 or  
burkemem@aol.com. 

MAMGA SPONSORED GRANTS ... BY MGV MARY BURKE 

http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php#gf
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php#gf
mailto:burkemem@aol.com


 

OLBRICH BOTANICAL GARDENSõ GARDEN BOOK FAIR 

2009 WIMGA Conference 
October 2-3, 2009 

Ho-Chunk Conference Center 
Baraboo, Wisconsin 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AND EARTH PARTNERSHIP 
 TEAM LEADER TRAINING AT THE UW-ARBORETUM 

Saturday October 10, 2009  10 a.m. -2 p.m.     Free!  
 
Olbrich's Schumacher Library will host a Garden Book Fair, in conjunction with the Wisconsin Book Festival, 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, October 10. 

At 10 am, Emmett Judziewicz will talk about the second edition of his book Wildflowers of Wisconsin and the 
Great Lakes Region. At 12:30 pm, Kim Wilson, author of In the Garden with Jane Austen, will give a slide tour 

of English gardens. 

The Fair will also offer book signings and a small sales area. The 2010 edition of the Wisconsin Garden 
Journal will be available for sale in the gift shop. Speakers will present in the upstairs meeting room. The 

Book Fair is free and no registration is required. 

The UW-Arboretum can host more Master Gardeners as volunteers.  There are many hands-on gardening 
opportunities available, in Longenecker Gardens and the Wisconsin Native Plant Gardens, and also oppor-
tunities that aren't in the gardens but that do connect people with plants in a variety of ways. These include  
volunteering on the propagation & planting crew, staffing the reception desk, assisting in the bookstore (a 
wonderful place for people who love books and plants), and taking part in ecological restoration projects.  
 

One upcoming opportunity is the Earth Partnership Team Leader training. This training is for people with an 
interest in and enthusiasm for ecological restoration, who want to lead others in restoring ecosystems.  
 

UW-Madison Arboretum Earth Partnership Team Leader Training: If you are interested in getting your hands 
dirty while learning about native landscapes, and you enjoy working outdoors and meeting new people,  
become an UW Arboretum Earth Partnership Team Leader! Team Leaders learn about the art and science of 
ecological restoration, and about the native ecosystems of Wisconsin. They apply this knowledge by leading 
other volunteers at the ecological restoration work parties at the UW Arboretum. 
 

Responsibilities include teaching and supervising volunteers, working in a variety of seasons and weather  
conditions, clearing brush, controlling invasive plants species with weeding and/or herbicide application, 
seeding in restoration sites, and collecting research data. This is a great professional development opportu-
nity, and a way to practice the land ethic by giving back to your community. Training runs from October 15 
to December 12, and includes Red Cross Adult First Aid/CPR certification; cost is $60. Please contact Marian 
Farrior at 608-265-5214 or mlfarrior@wisc.edu for detailed information and an application form. 

http://www.hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener/conference/conf09about.htm
http://us.mc302.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mlfarrior@wisc.edu


 

 
 
UWEX WIMGA Conference  
Ho-Chunk Conference Center, Baraboo, WI 
 
UWEX Specialized MGV Training: Backyard Food Production 
 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Olbrich Botanical Gardens 
 
Olbrich Botanical Gardensõ Garden Book Fair 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Olbrich Botanical Gardens 
 
UWEX Specialized MGV Training: Backyard Food Production 
 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Olbrich Botanical Gardens 
 
MAMGA Program: The Medicinal Use of Plants with Anne Walker 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Alicia Ashman Library 
 
UWEX October Brown Bag Program: Raspberry Selection and Management  
Noon at the Dane County UW-Extension Office 
 
MAMGA Board Meeting 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Dane County UW-Extension Office 
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See www.madsion.com/communities/mamga/events for more detail 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 2009 

 
Friday October 2 and  
Saturday October 3: 

 
Tuesday October 6: 

 
 

Saturday October 10: 
 
 

Tuesday October 13: 
 
 

Tuesday October 20: 
 
 

Friday October 23: 
 
 

Tuesday October 27: 
 
 
 

http://www.hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener/conference/conf09about.htm
http://dane.uwex.edu/hort/documents/newsletterspecializedmgfoodproduction.pdf
http://www.olbrich.org/visit/hours.cfm
http://www.olbrich.org/visit/schumacher.cfm
http://www.olbrich.org/visit/hours.cfm
http://dane.uwex.edu/hort/documents/newsletterspecializedmgfoodproduction.pdf
http://www.olbrich.org/visit/hours.cfm
http://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/about/ashman.html#map
http://www.hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener/brownbag.htm
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/dane/map.html
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/events
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/dane/map.html
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/events/index.php


 

Donõt miss outé 

be sure to renew your 

MAMGA membership 

by the new October 1st 

deadline this year! 

To maintain your annual  
membership with MAMGA: 

 

PAY YOUR DUES!   
 

You donõt have to be a certified 
 master gardener volunteer,  

although MAMGA does encourage 
its members to be active in the  

Master Gardener Volunteer  
Program. 

Madison Area Master Gardeners Association (MAMGA) 
Membership Renewal Form for 2010 

 

Make check payable to MAMGA and mail to MAMGA DUES, PO Box 259318, Madison, WI  53725 
Mail by OCTOBER 1, 2009 in order to receive membership benefits during the year 2010. 
MAMGA Membership cards with benefits listed will be mailed out in November/December 2009.   
Check one:                          I do    I do not want to be listed in the MAMGA directory. 

Name:  

Address:  

City, State, Zip:  

Telephone:  

Email:  

                           Madison Area Master Gardeners Association Dues $10/year  

                                 Wisconsin Master Gardeners Association Dues $5/year  

Journal Quantity: 
 
 

2010 Wisconsin Garden Journal $11.00/each  

 2010 Wisconsin Garden Journal shipping and handling: 
 $3.00/first copy, $1.00 for each additional copy 

 

$                                                                                                                         Total Enclosed              

  Skills, talents, or interests you would like to share with MAMGA (Check box): 

General Help (mailings, emails)    Board Member Garden Journal Marketing 

Membership Committee Budget and Finance Committee  Community Service Committee 

Program/Education Committee 2011 WIMGA Conference Planning Create Garden Journals 

MAMGA Update Newsletter MAMGA Website Other (specify):          


