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President’s Letter  
 
Dear Madison Area Master Gardeners Association (MAMGA) Members, 
 

2008 has been a challenging but exciting year for me as President of the Madison Area Master  
Gardeners Association.  I have been fortunate to have had a multi-talented and supportive Board of  
Directors to work with.  They include Cathy Cryor Burgweger, Treasurer, Pat Benz Suick, Secretary, Molly 
Crossen, WIMGA Rep, Neon Ringwood, Judy Metz, Linda Grosz, Larry Jensen, and Andy Justus. 
 

One of our accomplishments this year was to establish a better working relationship with the University 
Extension Staff.  Horticulture Educator Lisa Johnson and the MAMGA Board of Directors are working  
toward a better understanding of the programs and procedures each are involved with so we can  
provide better educational and program opportunities for the Master Gardener students, interns, and 
volunteers.   
 

In 2008, we produced the fourteenth annual Wisconsin Garden Journal. The theme of the 2009 Wiscon-
sin Garden Journal is “Gardening For The Senses.”  We have a very dedicated group of people who  
produce the Journal, research material, write articles, take photographs, and create drawings to make 
the Journal a wonderful resource for all gardeners. 
 

As a non-profit organization, MAMGA has contributed almost $25,000 to community grants paid for by  
sales of the Wisconsin Garden Journal.  At the annual meeting in February 2008, we distributed six  
community grants.  The 2008 grant recipients are invited to our 2009 Annual Meeting to summarize the 
results of their grant projects. 
 

MAMGA's major project of an Accessible Demonstration Garden is still in the planning stages.  The  
proposed garden will be built at the Dane County UW-Extension building site.  The plans for the  
Accessible Demonstration Garden were drafted by landscape architecture students at the University of 
Wisconsin under Professor Sam Dennis.  This potentially wonderful project still needs a great deal of 
work and major involvement from dedicated Master Gardener Volunteers (MGVs) for it to success-
fully move from its current planning stage to a completed Accessible Demonstration Garden. 
 

MAMGA was a proud sponsor of the Olbrich Home Garden Tour for the first time in 2008, and we are 
looking forward to being a sponsor of the tour again in 2009. 
 

This is my summary of the work we did this year.  We have high hopes for 2009.  First, for good weather 
and plenty of rain so we will have beautiful and productive gardens.  Then lots of MGVs involved in  
programs, events, and working toward completion of our common projects. 
 

Sincerely, 
Sue Christoffersen, President 
Madison Area Master Gardeners Association, Inc. 
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 Committee Reports:  Budget and Finance Committee 

Report by Cathy Cryor Burgweger, Treasurer 
 
Committee Members;  Cathy Cryor Burgweger, chair, Suzanne Rieder, Sue Christoffersen, Stephanie 
Bloomquist, Larry Jensen 
 

I am pleased to report that 2008 was a record year for MAMGA net income.   Due to 2007 revenue  
deposited in January of 2008, revenue is higher than the norm for MAMGA, as shown below.   MAMGA 
used cash basis accounting for 2007 and 2008 financial reports. 
 
As your new Treasurer elected in July of 2008, I would like to thank the Budget and Finance Committee 
members—Suzanne Rieder, Sue Christoffersen, Stephanie Bloomquist, and Larry Jensen —for all their 
work in 2008.  We worked to strengthen the financial reporting systems and put in place new proce-
dures for the organization’s financial management.  A special thank you goes to Bonnie Berg, Pat Benz 
Suick and Winnie Bade for all their support and work in finalizing 2007 and 2008 financial reports that 
are now available to members, as well as their work on the 2009 budget.  And another special thank 
you to Stephanie Bloomquist for her diligent and timely work in managing the MAMGA deposits. 
 
The chart below lists a historical review of the organization’s financials from 2004 to 2008.  We con-
tinue to grow as an organization in both members and financial strength.  At year-end,  MAMGA had 
$37,113.67 in our CD, money market and checking accounts.  The Board is to be commended for the 
organization’s financial performance in 2008. 
 
Special recognition goes to Sue Christoffersen for her work with journal sales in 2008, which brought in  
revenue of over $12,000—our largest fundraiser! 

We are working to finalize the 2009 budget, and it will be available at the annual meeting.  The  
current projected net revenue for 2009 is $4,461 with $30,914 in gross revenue and $26,453 in  
expenses.  The budget will soon be adopted by the Board of Directors.  
 

       INCOME          EXPENSE      NET 

2008 $       39,247.99  $       28,918.55 $    10,329.44 

2007 $       24,757.36  $       24,916.46  $        (159.10) 

2006 $       32,074.75  $       24,504.91 $       7,569.84 

2005 $       20,319.67   $       14,003.05  $       6,316.62 

2004  $       12,299.65 $       12,316.10 $          (16.45) 
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Report by Cathy Cryor Burgweger 
 
Committee Members;  Cathy Cryor Burgweger, chair, Jenn Hahn, Linda Grosz, Susan Miller, Neon 
Ringwood 
 

The 2009 membership renewal process is currently underway. In November 2008, renewal letters 
were mailed to all past and current (2008) MAMGA members so that our database could be brought 
up to date. So far, a total of 330 2009 renewals have been 
received, and email reminders will be sent to all 2008 
members who have not yet renewed. 
 
During 2008, the Membership Committee conducted a 
Membership Survey.  The last survey was conducted in 
2005, with 92 responses.   I am pleased to report that 
2008’s survey resulted in 252 responses.  Thank you!   
We received wonderful feedback from our members 
on how to make MAMGA a better organization.   The 
top three ways responses to “How you would be-
come more active with MAMGA,” are  1) advanced/
refresher courses;  2)  more educational programs;  
and 3) more hands-on workshops.  Watch the news-
letter for future information on how MAMGA’s new 
board will be responding to member feedback.  Sur-
vey data will be available at the February member-
ship annual meeting for those interested.  Many 
thanks to Susan Miller for compiling the survey data.   
 
Member discounts continued in 2009 with a new 
merchant, K&A Greenhouse.  In addition, America’s 
Best Flowers was gracious in providing a $5 discount 
coupon for all 2009 renewing MAMGA members.  We 
ask that you frequent our partner garden stores and 
thank them for their support of MAMGA.  If there is a 
problem receiving your discount, please advise 
mamgaMembers@yahoo.com. 
 
Your MAMGA membership committee will be looking 
at new ways to bring value to your MAMGA member-
ship in 2009.  We really believe that the current $10 membership fee is a real bargain.  If you spend 
$100 on plants at one of our discount merchants, you have been paid back for your membership fee.  
And I don’t know of one gardener who only spends $100 on plants each year! 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to contact mamgamembers@yahoo.com.  Better 
yet, get involved!  Join a MAMGA committee.  We are looking for passionate gardeners with great 
ideas.   

Committee Reports:  Membership Committee 

mailto:mamgamembers@yahoo.com
mailto:mamgamembers@yahoo.com
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Tour Sponsorships 
Report by Linda Grosz 
 

MAMGA Sponsorship of Olbrich Home Garden Tour 
 

In 2008, MAMGA gave a $500 gift to Olbrich Botanical Gardens and became a sponsor of the Olbrich 
Home Garden Tour.  This annual tour is a fund-raiser for Olbrich Botanical Gardens, but it is also a  
wonderful educational event for local gardeners, and it grants the community access to some of the best 
private gardens in the area.  The gardens of MAMGA members Sherri Baldwin, John Cannon, and Bob and 
Elizabeth Erikson were included this year. 
 

MAMGA volunteers staffed an informational display and also sold copies of the newly-printed 2009  
Wisconsin Garden Journal at the tour.  In addition, many MGVs served as docents and assisted tour  
visitors by identifying plants and answering questions about the featured home gardens. 
 

Co-Sponsorship of Area Garden Tours 
 

MAMGA, along with the Wisconsin Hardy Plant  Society, co-sponsored  
summer tours of area gardens.   

WHPS 

Committee Reports:  Program and Education Committee 

Programs and Events 
Report by Sue Christoffersen 
 

Committee Members; Judy Metz, chair, Sue Christoffersen, Molly Crossen 
 

The Program and Education Committee successfully presented the following programs for the MAMGA 
members in 2008: 
 

January: Chili Pot-luck featuring speaker, Kate Schachter, about her experiences as a Peace Corps vol-
unteer in Ghana and the gardens in Ghana. 
February: Susan Brooks gave a humorous presentation at the Annual Meeting with photographs of fruit 
and vegetables that had characteristics of other things, such as animals, people, etc.  
March: Bus trip to the Chicagoland Flower Show, which was held at the Stevens Auditorium in Shaum-
burg, IL. Good exhibition, but perhaps not as good as the previous shows at Navy Pier.  
May: UW-Madison Professor Chris Williamson presented a program on the Emerald Ash Borer  The Em-
erald Ash Borer hadn’t been detected in Wisconsin by May,  but it was found in Ozaukee County later in 
summer 2008.   
June: Ann Walker presented a lecture on all types of Spring and Summer flowering bulbs.  
July: BBQ for the students who had just completed the Spring Master Gardener VolunteerTraining.  
August: Jeff Epping gave a tour of the Thai Garden at Olbrich Botanical Gardens. 
September: A salad night and plant swap followed by a presentation narrated by MGV Connie Golden 
on the U.S. Botanical Garden in Washington D.C.  
October: Mark Dwyer of Janesville’s Rotary Gardens gave a presentation supporting with the theme of 
the 2009 Wisconsin Garden Journal, “Gardening for the Senses,” entitled “Plants for the Senses..” 
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 Committee Reports:  Community Service Committee 

Community Service Committee:  Suzanne Rieder, chair, Molly Crossen, Andy Justus 
 
Community Grants 
 

In 2008, MAMGA funded $3300 in Community Project Grants. 
 

St. Stephens Church - Monona Community Garden: $600 
Tellurian UCAN, Inc. - Rock Retaining Wall Planting: $500 
Ecumenical Housing Corporation - Dempsey Manor Apartments: $500 
Ecumenical Housing Corporation - Taylor Ridge Apartments: $500 
Ecumenical Housing Corporation - Meadow Grove Apartments: $500 
Ecumenical Housing Corporation - Monona Meadows: $700 
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Accessible Demonstration Garden Project 
Report by Andy Justus, Practical Education specialist 

 
The seed for the Accessible Demonstration Garden (ADG) was 
planted in 2006 when MAMGA considered various ideas for its 
Practical Education project.  The mission of the original project was 
to design and publish drafted plans and make prototypes of plant-
ing beds to demonstrate at neighborhood centers.  Two wheelchair 
accessible garden tables were created and donated to the West 
Madison Agriculture Research Station and the Dane County UW-
Extension demonstration gardens.  The planters lead to the idea of 
creating a permanent Accessible Demonstration Garden at the 
Dane County UW-Extension building property. 
 

The Dane County UW-Extension Accessible Demonstration Garden is planned to be designed as a multi
-use garden that will provide horticultural experiences for children, the elderly, families, but especially 
for those with varying degrees of physical and cognitive abilities.  The ADG garden exemplifies 
MAMGA’s commitment to developing hands-on educational opportunities for its members. 
 

MAMGA continues to move forward with Lisa Johnson from Dane County UW-Extension on the Acces-
sible Garden. Several idea gathering sessions were held in 2008 to narrow down the myriad options 
available, and detailed architectural drawings are currently being created under the direction 
of Professor Sam Dennis of the UW-Madison Landscape Architecture department.  
 
The next steps in the process will be to get cost estimates from the Wisconsin Landscape Contractors 
Association and then look for more sources of funding. Several groups have already committed funds 
for the project, so we are hoping to hit the ground running once plans are complete and summer  
arrives. Thank you to all of those who worked on this project in 2008! Please continue to check 
MAMGA’s website Events section and newsletter for upcoming opportunities to help with the project 
in 2009.  

Farmer’s Market Q&A’s 
Report by Pat Benz Suick 
 

This summer found the Madison Area Master Gardeners Association 
at area Farmer’s Markets.  Plant Health Advisors (MGVs with  
advanced training in answering the public’s gardening questions) set 
up tables and offered gardening assistance to Farmer’s Market shop-
pers at the Eastside, Northside, Monona, and Fitchburg Farmer’s  
Markets.  The tables at the Farmer’s Markets enabled MAMGA  
members to get out into the community to answer gardening  
questions and help the community members with their gardening 
issues.  The venues were also used to help sell copies of the MAMGA 
produced Wisconsin Garden Journal.   
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 Wisconsin Garden Journal 
 
Report by Linda Grosz, Wisconsin Garden Journal Editor 

 
Fourteenth Edition: Gardening for the Senses 
 

For the fourteenth year, MAMGA members created and sold the Wisconsin Garden Journal.  The 
Journal was conceived not just as a fundraiser, but also as an educational project and a way to 
bring up-to-date horticultural information to the community.  In 2008, both of those objectives 
were achieved.  
 
Editor Linda Grosz and Associate  
Editors Jan Blakeslee, Ann Munson, 
and Peg Wallace worked with more 
than two dozen volunteers who  
researched and wrote the WƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ 
original content and also contributed 
artwork and photos.  
 
Weekly tips and reference material 
relating to this year’s theme—
gardening for the senses—were  
included, along with articles about 
garden design, healing gardens, and 
growing roses in Wisconsin. This new 
content was combined with a weekly 
calendar, monthly task lists, and a 
garden planting guide.  
 

Garden Journal Marketing  
and Sales 
 

Suzanne Christoffersen served as  
Garden Journal Sales Manager this 
year. Along with several volunteers, 
she took responsibility for marketing 
2500 copies of the 2009 Wisconsin 
Garden Journal as well as selling re-
maining copies of the 2008 Journal.  
For the calendar year 2008, the total net profit from Garden Journal sales was over $12,000—a 
fundraising record for MAMGA!  Proceeds from the Journal are used to fund community garden 
grants and other special gifts and also to pay for programs that would not be possible with mem-
bership dues alone. 
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 Communications 
 

Report by Pat Benz Suick, Secretary 

 
Newsletters 
 

In 2008, MAMGA members continued to receive two monthly 
newsletters - the MAMGA produced MAMGA Update 
and the Master Gardener Newsletter produced by the 
Dane County UW-Extension Horticulture department. 
 
In July, the newsletters were converted to on-line news-
letters. The newsletters were no longer printed and 
mailed to the membership, rather were posted to the 
MAMGA and Dane County UW-Extension websites and 
available on-line (those members who did not have an 
email account still received a paper copy).  The move to 
an electronic-only newsletter was initiated by the Dane 
County UW-Extension as a cost savings measure.  It is 
estimated that there will be over five thousand dollars in 
savings due to the change, as well as saving paper, ink, 
and other supplies.   
 

Email Communications 
 

Although MAMGA has a telephone contact number at 
the Dane County UW-Extension office, the majority of communication between MAMGA and its 
members is done by email or list-serv.  Late in 2008, MAMGA reviewed and streamlined the email 
contacts list to make the system easier for the members to use.  The main email contact was 
changed to mamgaMembers@yahoo.com.  The other email addresses retained are published 
monthly in the MAMGA Update newsletter. 
 

Website:  www.madison.com/communities/mamga 
 

The MAMGA website is hosted by madison.com, a free webhosting site available to area non-profit 
organizations by the Wisconsin State Journal and funded by Madison Gas and Electric, Inc.  The  
formatting of the free websites are restricted by the webhost.  MAMGA saves money by not  
having to purchase website services. 
 
The website is updated frequently and is a valuable resource available to the membership, listing 
the benefits of membership, events, programs and has the forms available for hours reporting, 
membership renewal, purchasing the Wisconsin Garden Journal.  Also available are links to  
horticultural libraries, garden related podcasts and videos, Extension publications, continuing  
education and volunteering opportunities, and more.... 

mailto:mamgamembers@yahoo.com
http://www.madison.com/communities/mamga/library/index.php

