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SUMMER  TIPS FOR 
 GARDENERS 

 
 

Give plants at least 1 inch of 

water per week, especially 

newly planted trees! 

Deadhead perennials as the 

flowers fade to prevent self-

sowing 

Water plants early in the day 

so leaves dry before dark to 

help prevent molds form 

forming on the plant foliage 
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Looking for some gardening inspiration? Seek out local 
public, community and teaching gardens—some are 
tended by Dane County Master Gardener Volunteers: 
 

The Dane County Extension Office Master Gardener 
Teaching Gardens: www.daneuwex.edu/hort/mg.htm 

MADISON AREA PUBLIC GARDENS 

Olbrich Botanical Gardens: 
www.olbrich.org  

UW-Madison Arboretum: 

     uwarboretum.org 

West Madison Agriculture Re-
search Station: 
www.cals.wisc.edu/westmad/ 

Troy Community Gardens: 
www.troygardens.org/ 

Aldo Leopold Nature Center: 
www.naturenet.com/alnc/ 

Allen Centennial Gardens: 
www.hortoticulture.wisc.edu/allencentennialgardens/
Index.htm 
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SERVICEBERRY 

- Susan Mahr, University of Wisconsin - Madison 

 

A dark background sets 

off the flowers of an   
Amelanchier on the UW-

Madison campus. 

cobblers, pies, muffins, coffee cakes or as dessert toppings. Fruit is produced 2 to 3 years after planting. 

These graceful, airy trees or shrubs provide year-round ornamental interest in the landscape, with nice fall 

color ranging from yellow to red. Most species have interesting bark that provide winter interest, especially if 

the plant is pruned up as a tree rather than left as a multistemmed shrub. 

Amelanchier are mainly woodland plants that prefer full sun to partial shade. They should be planted in rich, 

moist, well-drained soil. Serviceberries cast light shade and their roots aren't invasive, so other plants, such 

as perennials that prefer partial shade, can easily be planted under them. They are prone to the same pests 

and diseases as apples and pears, including fireblight.  

Serviceberries can be naturalized at the edge of woodlands or used in many different ways in the landscape. 

They are equally useful as a specimen plant or in small groupings. They look particularly nice when planted 

against backdrop of darker foliage, such as evergreens, that allow the flowers, colorful fall foliage and grayish 

bark to stand out. They can also be used in shrub borders, as screens or as an unsheared hedge. The spe-

cies native to boggy areas do well near water gardens. 

Serviceberry (Amelanchier spp.) is a small deciduous tree or shrub with attractive white spring blossoms, 

that provides year-round interest in the landscape, as well as producing edible fruits. Also called shadblow, 

shadbush, juneberry and saskatoon in different areas of the country, there are several different species 

that occur over most parts of the United States. There are 30 or so species of this genus in the pome-fruit 

subfamily of the Rose family (they are closely related to apples), with all but 2 native to North America. All 

have small, oval or elliptical leaves, with finely toothed margins and downy undersides.  

The pretty white flowers 

last only a short while in 

spring. 

Most Amelanchier species have showy but short-lived flowers. The flow-

ers only last for about a week, or less if it is warm or windy. The flowers 

are followed by ¼ to ½-inch purple fruits with a waxy bloom that taste 

somewhat like blueberries when ripe. The fruits are ready for harvest 2 to 

3 months after bloom. The tiny edible fruit are popular with birds, includ-

ing American goldfinch, tufted titmice, brown thrashers, blue jays, Caro-

lina chickadees, northern cardinals and American robins. These fruits 

were also used by Native Americans and early settlers, and even today 

some species are cultivated as fruit trees, particularly in areas where 

other types of fruit trees do not do well. They can be used in jellies,  

A. lamarkii, thought to be an early  

introduction from eastern Canada, is  

now naturalized in northwestern Europe.  

These plants are in central Netherlands,  

in de Hoge Veluwe near Apeldoorn. 
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Summer Tips has been compiled from material that can be found on the Wisconsin Master Gardener website 
http://www.hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener/ 

Colorful butterflies can add beauty, color, life, and interest to your backyard.  Besides the well-known  

monarch, there are over 150 different butterfly species that may be seen in the  

Midwestern United States.  With a little extra planning and proper plant selection you 

can increase the number and variety of butterflies that visit your yard this summer!  

Providing plants that supply plenty of nectar will encourage these fragile creatures to 

visit your garden. 
 

Butterfly gardens can be any size – a few containers in a 

sunny spot, small beds, or large open fields.  A butterfly  

garden does not have to be big.  In fact, it has been found 

that butterflies prefer scattered groupings of  ―butterfly plants‖ rather than one large 

butterfly garden. You can just incorporate more nectar-producing flowers in an ex-

isting garden to lure in additional adult butterflies, or you can create a specific gar-

den that utilizes plants chosen for their value to both adults and caterpillars of se-

lected species. 
 

A BUTTERFLY’S WISH LIST 
 

A garden needs to include several important features to attract a variety of butterflies.  These features  

include: 
 

Sunny area.  Most plants that are attractive to butterflies need full sun, and butterflies also need sun to 

warm their bodies for flight, so site your butterfly garden accordingly. Make sure it is also sheltered from 

harsh winds and is in a place where you will be able to easily watch the butterflies. 

Warming surfaces.  Butterflies rest on rocks, exposed soil, or grasses to capture the sun’s rays to warm 

their bodies. Provide flat rocks or surfaces for sunning. 

Water.  Natural or man-made shallow puddles or damp areas may help attract groups of certain butter-

flies.  Water is not needed for each grouping of ―butterfly plants‖, but should in the immediate area of all 

groupings.  

Flower type.  Butterflies must land in order to feed, so they prefer plants with either clusters of short tu-

bular flowers or flowers with large, flat petals. 

Flower color. Most butterflies prefer pink, purple, orange, yellow, or red flowers. Some cultivars of the 

same plant may be more attractive to butterflies than others because of their color. Also, butterflies can 

see ultraviolet light (which we can't) so the color we perceive may be different than what they're seeing. 

Large masses of a single color are more attractive than plantings with many colors mixed together. 
 

RECOMMENDED PLANTS 
 

Plant several different plants with different flowering times to make nectar available 

throughout spring, summer, and fall.  Some annual plants for butterflies include 

alyssum, ageratum, gomphrena, heliotrope, lantana, pentas, salvia and zinnia. 

Some good perennials that will serve as nectar sources include black-eyed Susan, 

blazing star (Liatris), butterfly bush, coneflower, New England aster, and 

phlox.  When searching for nectar, butterflies do not always seek out those flowers 

that smell good to humans.  One example is the milkweed plant. This nectar-rich 

plant is unappealing to many people, but the butterflies love it.   
 

– Ann Wied, Waukesha Co. University of Wisconsin-Extension 
 



Nature is not a place to visit, it is home.  
 

ðGary Snyder 

 
 

The fifteenth edition of the Wisconsin Garden  

Journal, written and published by the Madison Area 

Master Gardeners Association (MAMGA), will be  

available for sale in mid-summer 2009.  
 

This 6"x 9", spiral bound journal is designed not only 

as a desk calendar, but also as a reference tool to 

help you plan, organize, and maintain your garden.  It 

is written, designed, edited and published by MAMGA 

members and sold around the state and Midwest.  

Proceeds of the Garden Journal go to area garden 

grants—invest in the Madison community! 
 

The fifteenth edition’s theme is  ―The Natural Garden.‖   

It is an invaluable resource for new property owners, 

landscapers and gardeners—of every skill level.  The 

information contained in it focuses for USDA Hardi-

ness Zones 3-5.   

WATCH AREA STORES FOR THE  

MADISON AREA MASTER GARDENERS 

ASSOCIATION 

 2010 EDITION OF THE  

WISCONSIN GARDEN JOURNAL 

   Contact us  

   Madison Area Master Gardeners Association 

   PO Box 259318  Madison, WI 53725 

   Phone   608-224-3721 

   E-mail   mamgamembers@yahoo.com   

   www.madison.com/communities/mamga 

 

The Madison Area Master Gardener Association (MAMGA) is a 

501(c)(3) non -profit professional organization whose members are 
currently enrolled in or are alumni of Master Gardener training. 

MAMGA was founded in 1986 as a forum for Master Gardeners in 

south central Wisconsin who wish to continue professional im-
provement and service to the community.  

Dedicated gardeners promoting responsible gardening through education, volunteer service and fellowship. 

WISCONSIN GARDEN JOURNAL 

 


