Professor Rejects

Stereofypes

UW Offers 'New’ Black Hlstory

By JOHN NEWHOUSE

(Of The State Journal Statf)
The “new” approach to Negro history is being used at the
Wi i ship between Negro culture and

University of

black protest movements.
A THIRD DREW the relation-

the second presentation of ‘
“American Negro History” this

Negro protest, and the fourth

It takes strong issue. with the “tradlﬂonalist" approach|j, o4 into white racism,

which was in vogue up to the 1950s, an approach which holds

The course, Starobin said, is

that the Negro is “a Sambo —

shiftless, docile, happy-go-lucky weaknesses in this school.

intellectually 1mompetent,
almost sub-human.”

“HERBERT

obviously no panacea — no solu-
tion to a whole race problem.

APTHEKER,| “But there is a decided value
writing on W.E.B. DuBois, the|in looking unemotionally at the

IT QUARRELS with the “re-|famous Negro editor, was an|true place of the Negro in the

visionist” a

into being in the 1930s, in which|said.

which camelexample of this weakness, he|history of this country so that

we deal fairly with the subject

some liberals sought to glorify a| “Few doubt Aptheker’s contri- and so that proper conclusions

segment of black history which|bution,” Starobin said,

was to their own liking. -

“h yu 4|can-be drawn from the past to,
Aptheker’s extreme hero wor- aid us in today’s crises,” he

m it argues that the pres- ship interferes with his under- said.

‘ence of the Negro in America,

and the influence of many|Weaknesses of the man.’
Negro individuals has been a| 10 Short, he said, the Commu-lgiment, which started with 16,
central theme of high import-|ist historlans and many other|ys¢ ricen o more than 600 with

§ anner i revisionists worship; Negro her-
sl e 10 5 Yo oes blindly and write almost ex-| -
clusively of the Negro suc-
: cesses, without accounting for
tory, and apply ‘its lessons to}ye rohlems of the majority of

 this country has developed.
~“If we, are to understand his-

contemporary problems, we blacks in America.” .

must know the full story, from

the impact of race on the writ- IN HIS TEACHING, Starobin
ing of the Constitution to the|insisted upon his own choice of
stengths and weaknesses of|books which were the “clas-
Malcolm X,” said Prof. Robert|sics.”

They related slavery to the
writing of the: Constitution, and
the parties which formed, and

Starobin.
AND HIS COURSE,' “Ameri-

standing of the strengths and| AND HE IS finding that inter-

est in the course runs deep. En-

can Negro History,” \whichthe added power which the

came into being last fall, is an
attempt to do just this.

South got as a result of the
“three-fifths” clause which

- Starobin, of the “new"" school,| added part of the Negro popula-
~ sought to set up his course in|tjon to the South for purpose of
January, 1968. A few months|eayation gnd' representation.
later, the Rev. Martin Luther| The new history brought a

King w a s assassinated. Thrce new image to the abol:uomsts
changing them from fanatics,
tory course, and Starobin's, al- nun'otilg and impractical re-
ready being considered, was ac- formers to_sincere - humanitari-

cepted. ans.

was pressure for a Negro his-

Any first course verges on the

experimental, Starobin’ THE NEW HISTORY de-
b ik stroyed the impression that seg-

exception.

regation and disenfranchise-

HE DECIDED upon a class|ment began in the 1890s, and
with equal numbers of whites|set them a century earlier in
and blacks, for “a maximum|the American scene.
confrontation.” He interviewed| There were a few vocal stu-
some 30 whites and a dozen or|dents on either side when the
so blacks to choose a class of|class began. There was an air

eight blacks and eight whites:
The white students were bet

of hostility in the class-as well.
-{But, after several months, the

ter prepared for college on the|class began to come (ogether.
basis of reading skills, he felt. he says. The quiet ones began to
On the other hand, the Negro|enter the discussions.

students; some from big city| Thereiwere four themes in the
ghettoes, were “very articulate|course. One was to trace the im-

and abreast of the situation.” ",
There seemed to be an;air of|can: political

pact of black people:on Ameri-
elopment. A

condescension - on the  part ofseeondwastn the history of

some of the ‘whites, of which{="

they probably were not aware,| -
he said.

And, on the other hand, the
blacks tended to feel white his-
torians all were raclst. /

“1 DID NOT: share that (eel. ;
ing,” Starobin said.
Not all of the students agreed|
withthewayhestartedteach ;
ing his’course. i
There was little disagreement
with his strong quarrel with the
traditional school, which held
that the Negro had no history
wotthy of the name: :
“In Africa, the Negro had his|
own states and empires,” said|
Starobin. “His . Was so-
phlsﬂeeted He made advances
in the arts: sculpture, music,
anddance r

. “UP TO THE TIME that Eu-
rope got fire arms, the white
and black civilizations were
much on a par,” he said. “After
that, the whites forged ahead
from a technological standpoint.
. “Yet is it fair to make tech-
nology the main comparison? Is
it more important to land a man
on' the Moon than to learn how
to’live together peaceably?”
Some of his students cited the
works of the Communist and
Marxist writers, he said.
And he felt that there were
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