Curricula Develops From King Memorial

- Idea for UW Blacks Takes Hold

By JOHN NEWHOUSE -
(Of The State Journal Staff)

The Subcommittee on New
Curricula — six faculty mem-
bers and three students — has
the ticklish task of meeting the
needs for new black oriented
courses at the University of
Wisconsin.

The nine are in a particularly
sensitive area, as evidenced by
“‘demands” — of varying in-
tensity — at schools throughout
the country.

THE BIRTH of the committee
was late last May, but concep-
tion was earlier — on the night
of the assassination of the Rev.
Martin Luther King.

“It began on the night of Mr.
King’s assassination,” former
Chancellor William Sewell said,
from New York where he is on
leave with the Russell Sage
Foundation.

“A group of black students
called my office. They wanted
to hold their own, quite sepa-
rate, memorials. They asked if
they could use classrooms.

" “SINCE WE planned to dis-
miss classes the next day, this
was possible. I also asked them
fo join a committee the next
morning in my office to discuss
what the university should do.
Fifteen or 20 of them showed
up.

‘‘As they were leaving, one
said, ‘But what good will it, all
do? Whites will be upset, and
then they’ll forget.” I suggested
that they hold open meetings, of
whites and blacks.”

The meetings were held in
about a dozen classrooms. Some
lasted late into the night. Sewell

stood in the background at one.
He was recognized.

“ONE OF the leaders fol-
lowed me,” he said. “We talked
in the hall. I invited him, and

'his friends, to my office. They

came. Four or five times.” ~

The result was that Sewell set
up a Committee on Studies and
Instruction in Race Relations.

There was distrust in the first
meetings between blacks and
faculty, he recalled. But “it
lasted only a few minutes.”

There were no threats.

“AT FIRST, the desire was
for curriculum to bridge the gap
which would help the blacks. I
insisted, however, that it was
also important to get white stu-
dents in the black courses.”

In his letter setting up the
committee, Sewell wrote:

“For a long time, most think-
ing people have been concerned
about race relations in Amer-
ica, but it has never been easy
to convert that concern into ac-
tion.

‘“‘As a result, in recent weeks,
all of us have had to search our
consciences to see if we and our
institutions are doing all the
things we ought to do.”

HE CALLED FOR ‘‘action.”
He asked that students be in-
volved. He wanted results as
rapidly as they could be ob-
tained, -but he wanted them
through channels which would
preserve the integrity of the ed-
ucational process.

The ‘“big” committee, chaired
by Prof. Wilson Thiede, of Cur-
riculum and Instruction, met.
The subcommittee, under Prof.

Fred Hayward, of political sci-
ence, was organized. ¢

ON IT were Prof. David
Cronon, chairman of the history
department; Prof. John -Willis,
of history; Prof. Seymour Spi-
lerman, sociology; Prof. Her-
bert Lewis, anthropology; Mi-
chael Lipsky, assistant to Chan-
cellor Edwin Young, ex officio;
Sterling F i s hm a n, of Educa-
tional Policy, and three stu-
dents, David Payne, Kuelewa
Furaha, and Helen Robertson.

The subcommittee surveyed
existing courses, to find which
had black interest, and pub-
lished the list in the Daily Car-
dinal in the fall.

IT RECOMMENDED setting
up of a Race Relations Center,
to give persons interested in
black curricula a place to find
information. The center was set
up.

A meeting was held with
some 100 students, to get ideas.
One of several presented was
that of segregated classes. The
idea, however, has not been a
major factor in committee dis-
cussion.

IN ANovember proposal
which was later endorsed by the
full committee, the sub-commit-
tee wrote:

“The rising demand. for black
curricula in this university, as
indeed in several universities,
must be seen and understood as
a reflection of the changing atti-
tude of many black people to-
ward themselves and toward
non-blacks.

“Five years ago, the watch-
word of the civil rights move-
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ment was meaningful integra-
tion; today the watchword is in-
creasingly cultural alienation,
as witnessed by the significant|
number of culturally starved|.
black students who have rightly|
questioned the absence of black|
contept in courses which pur-|
port to deal with America and
Americans.”

THERE IS A vital need for
this curriculum change, the sub-
committee said. It cannot be
met solely by new courses with
substantial black content or by
hiring black professors. Stu-
dents need a ‘“‘cultural focal
point.”

To that end, the subcommit-
tee recommended an ‘‘Afro-
American Concentration” of
courses in the existing Ameri-
can Institutions program, lead-
ing to a bachelor’s degree. This
was done.

IT SUGGESTED such ‘core
courses” as Afro-American lit-
erature; Ghetto Politics, and
special history courses. It sug-
gested that the Afro-American
concentration be under policy
made by a committee consisting
of teachers of the Afro-America
course, with students to be on
the committee as elected by
those students concentrating in
the course.

Day-to-day direction, it said,
should be in a faculty member'
with the title of director of
Afro-American studies. The
director should be black.

The report called for new
courses to begin in the 1969
spring term.

“AFRO-AMERICAN Intellec-

ltual and Cultural Traditions”

had its first meeting Wednesds~
night. Some 250 students are e:
rolled, despite its only a
nouncement being word ¢

‘'mouth since it was formed to

late to get word out officially.

The problems of faculty wer.
surmounted by asking 11 lectur-
ers, nine of them black, to come|
to Madison as visiting scholars.

And a black literature course
has been started.

Turning to staff, the report
said:

““This means we must make a
concerted effort to recruit black
faculty, especially for courses
in which they have a special
contribution to make. The con-
cern of the subcommittee in this
area is also reflected in the
widespread unhappiness o f
black students about the terri-
bly small number of black fac-
ulty members here.

“THE CONTINUED absence
of black faculty members
teaches more to students — all
students—about American
race relations and about estab-
lished institutions than any
course.”

The subcommittee is still
meeting, Hayward said. The|

‘hope is to have another three or

four courses in the Afro-Ameri-
can concentration by next fall,
along with other courses in
other schools.
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