UW Black Studies Department
to Be Recommended to Faculty
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A half dozen black men and a dozen or so white men sat 3
'around a table in the Law School Tuesday night and made a
ltiny bit of progress.
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conversations were intense, but/consin in Madison.
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wide and, after three hours of|ence of opinion concerning Gues- department be established in
meeting the question of race|tions of student control and the College of Letters and Sci-
and student control head-on, the|black control and the proce-|ence. It felt that courses om
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‘meet 3gain\ on Saturday. ment.” Institutions Program would ba

THEY PRODUCED this state-| THE COMMITTEE had hoped Turn to Page 3, Col. 8

But it started its deliberations
with a divided report from the
subcommittee which it had
asked to do the preliminary
work.
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shifted to the new department.

It felt courses should include
such areas as black heritdge in
the New World, social and eco-
nomic structure of black com-
munities, cultural patterns, ar-
tistic expressions, the develop-
ment of political institutions in
black communities, and ‘the
like.

The subcommittee called for
organization of the department
by a steering committee of fac-
ulty and students, half and half,
with the members of the com-
mittee “drawn primarily from
the black faculty, staff, and stu-
dents ‘of the university."”

Care would be taken to insure
that the black students partici-
pate in “a substantial way” in
the activities of the department
during formative stages and
thereafter.

TWO MEMBERS of the sub-
committee, Prof. Herbert Lewis
and Prof. Seymour Spilerman,
had reservations. These were on
student power.

“It is our view that the pro-
posed representation of students
would set a precedent at a time
when this issue is very much
discussed and contested on
campus.

“We do not wish to detract
from the importance of ‘student
power’ as a legitimate concern
of students.

“However, we feel that this
issue should be resolved on its
own merits, and not appear lo
receive general sanction through
}the actions of a committee with
a very restricted mandate.”

DRAWING MEMBERS pri-
marily from the black faculty,
staff, and students was likewise
unacceptable. And they rejected
the proposal that “the nomina-
tion of faculty members should
be influenced by the preference
of students.”
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