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Afro-American Office Damaged i

Arson Blamed in UW Blaze

Crime Lab
Will Check

on Evidence

By JUNE DIECKMANN
(Of The State Journal Statr)

Police and fire investigators
were searching for one or more
arsonists who started nine fires
which badly damaged the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Afro-Amer-
ican Studies office, 929 Univer-
sity Ave., about 4 a.m. Wednes-
day.

Fire Inspection Capt. John
+ Tappen said a flammable hquid
-~ was used to start the fires. Sam-
** & ples of liquid-soaked debris
¢ Were taken to the State Crime
.« | Laboratory for possible identifi-
. cation of the liquid, Tappen re-
ported Wednesday night.

HANS LINGSON, 925 Univer-
sity Ave., called firemen at 3:58
a.m. when he saw flames shoot-
ing from windows of the Afro-
American office, on the top floor
of a three-story frame building
converted by the University
from residence to offices.
it Capt. Tappen said most of the
= purposely-set fires ‘“‘did not take
hold,” but one in a center office
had spread to walls and up
through the roof by the time
firemen arrived. There was also
heat, water and smoke damage
to the lower two floors, he re-
ported.

Gerald M. Surfus, insurance
riskmanager for University
property, estimated the damage
at about $2,000. Forrest A.
Todd, head of University space
management, said the Afro-
American office and other stu.
dent-aid offices on the lower
floors will be housed temporar-
ily at 935 University Ave,
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—State Jeurnal Pheto by L. Roger Turner cruiting protesl, Capt Tappen
said.
During the Dow demonstra-
tions, fires were set in North
Hall; at the student affairs of-
|fice, 935 University Ave., and
.|inside Bascom Hall at the office
|of the Dean of Student Affairs.
| Last May, while anti-war
|protesters staged a sit-in ‘at the
dUniversity Administration
|Building, fires were started in
|South Hall and at an outside
-|door to Bascom Hall.
THE SELECTIVE Service of-
‘|fice section, with student draft
“\records at 1220 Capitol Ct., was
lignited last October during
'Imore student anti-war demon-
strations.

Last May, fires were set in
North Hall and Birge Hall Zool-
ogy Laboratory.

Capt. Tappen said there have
been at least 18 other “small
nature” fires set in dormitories
during protest demonstrations
in the past year and a half,
| There also have been scores
of false fire alarms turned in,
most of which have been
checked out by University and
city police without fire equip-
ment having to be sent Lo the -

~mnus, Tappen said.




